SS JOHN & PAUL PARISH -- "FAMILY PROGRAM" FAITH FORMATION

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 2008-2009

PHILOSOPHY: The Catholic Church teaches that parents are the first and best teachers of the faith. For many families, Family
Program Faith Formation provides a superior process for parents to exercise their sacred responsibility to pass on the faith to their
children. This approach to faith formation can be more effective, more personalized, more convenient, less time-consuming, and
more rewarding for both parent and child. It can bring families together and increase the family's sense of unity with the Church.
Family Program combines home study with monthly Family Program meetings. We are pleased to welcome St. John Neumann
families to Family Program this year! We know this opportunity to “merge” our Faith Formation Programs will infuse us with new
blessings from the Spirit as we grow and learn together in His name! We’re thrilled to have you here!!

HOME STUDY COMPONENT: Children receive textbooks for home study. It is recommended that parents schedule
approximately one hour of home study time during a regular day and time each week. For young children and those with learning
challenges, we suggest that home study time be shorter and more frequent, with more parental assistance and less reading. Parents
may elect to enhance the study experience using prayers and ideas from the "At Home Family Guide" or other supplemental resources.
Chapters may be covered in any order approved by the parent.

CHAPTER REVIEW TESTS: After completing study of a chapter, the child should complete a Chapter Review Test. For students
grades 1 through 5, these tests can be found online at www.faithfirst.com. Be sure to select the “Legacy Edition” Chapter Review
when prompted. When the test is completed you will be prompted to enter an e-mail address to which the results will be sent and
should enter holyfamilies@stsjohnandpaul.org . If there are any problems accessing the online Chapter Review, parents may conduct
an oral review with children and simply notify us by e-mail to holyfamilies@stsjohnandpaul.org when chapters have been
satisfactorily completed. Online tests are not available for children in Kindergarten. These children should simply complete the
Review Questions in their textbooks and their parents should submit periodic e-mails to holyfamilies@stsjohnandpaul.org reporting
the chapters that have been completed by these younger children. Students must complete at least 70% of the Chapters in their
textbook to ensure continued eligibility for the program and to receive credit for this Faith Formation year.

FAMILY PROGRAM MEETINGS: Children participating in Family Program are also expected to attend one Family Program
meeting per month (during the school year) together with at least one parent. These meetings are designed to build community spirit,
renew enthusiasm, delight the senses, help everyone feel closer to God, and educate all participants. Meeting themes are based on
Sunday readings for one of the weekends that month. During the first hour, families sit together and enjoy scripture, discussion,
refreshments, music, skits, crafts, service projects, and/or other activities. During the second hour, children go to break-out sessions to
enjoy hands-on activities directed by a Catechist for their grade-level, while adults remain in the mail hall to enjoy adult faith
formation presentations. Meeting attendance of at least 3 meetings is required to ensure continued eligibility for the program.
Due to space limitations, families are assigned to one of three Groups (A, B or C), which meet on different Sundays each month.
Families will receive a schedule for their assigned dates. Please attend on your assigned date if possible. If your family cannot attend
with your assigned group, it's OK to attend on an alternate weekend. Parents may elect to substitute faith-related educational events
for the meetings, such as: Family Faith Events, theatrical or video productions of faith-related stories, service projects such as visiting
a nursing home or collecting items for agencies that serve others in need. Please send us an e-mail at
holyfamilies@stsjohnandpaul.org to update us regarding any substitute activities your child has completed.

INCENTIVE PROGRAM: Each student will be recognized after completing the first 5 chapters in their book. After that, an award
will be presented for completing another ten Chapter Reviews (to total 15 reviews). All awards will be presented at the regular Family
Program meetings each month. When a student completes the entire textbook they will receive special recognition.

MASS ATTENDANCE: Weekly Mass attendance and reception of Christ in the Eucharist is absolutely essential for a healthy faith
life -- and MORE important than anything else. Families should attend any convenient Mass on the weekend of their meeting.

SPECIAL EVENTS: Families are encouraged to attend the Family Faith Events that will be scheduled and announced throughout the
year, such as the Thanksgiving Feast Benediction, Evening Prayer for Life, Parish Reconciliation Service, and the Stations of the
Cross.

DOING YOUR PART: The success of Family Program is dependent upon the generosity of the participants. There are
opportunities to assist with clean-up, set-up, administrative tasks, teaching grade-level break-out sessions, music, skit production, and
planning. Your active participation will make the meetings more fun for everyone.

STAFF FACILITATOR: The Staff Facilitator for Family Program is Kathy Masters, 724-935-2104, extension 36, email
kmasters@stsjohnandpaul.org .







